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not paradoxical, upon the Optimism of Schopen-
hauer,* for he himself makes the essential foun-
dations of his theory crumble, by admitting in
his last work the possibility of happiness, and
giving us counsels from his own experience for
its enjoyment.2 Carried away by this confes-
sion, so alien to his mind and to his temperament,
he desires the life of a centenarian to profit by
the fruits of his own wisdom and by the charms of
existence which he had known how to secure.

While his entire system of morality revolves
around the dogmas relating to the unchangeable
character of man, or the wickedness which results
from knowledge and experience, he later insisted
upon the benefits which, nevertheless, may be
derived from these.

The man who never ceases to talk of the death
of all the religions, ends by lauding his own.
The triumph of his true philosophy will cause the
smiling death (euthanasia) of all religions. And
naturally mankind would then realise great progress
and would thus advance toward a better destiny.

His hatred of Christianity (because it had in-
herited, among other things, from Judaism its
faith in free will and in salvation by works) was

1 St. RzSwuski.

3 See his Aphorismes sur la sage conduite de la vie.